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Louis Mihalyka

FRONT COVER: Unbeaten 2YO JOHANNESBURG (Hennessy-Myth by Ogygian) has been
described by trainer Aidan O'Brien and jockey Michael Kinnane as the best juvenile ever to be
turned out by Ballydoyle. His explosive acceleration has marked him as something special,
with his five victories culminating in the Independent Waterford Wedgewood Phoenix S. and

the Prix Morny, both Gr.1.

Coolmore has been shuttling his sire Hennessy to their Australian base at Jerry's Plains in the
Huner Valley and he returns again in 2001. Hennessy was a Gr.1 winning 2YO himself, clearly
one of the best representatives of Storm Cat (by Storm Bird), champion USA sire and the

Starting from scratch in any industry is a tough call, but none more so than the
world of the thoroughbred. Louis Mihalyka was not born into a racing family
and had virtually no contacts in the industry when he joined his first syndicate,
Nonetheless, as GRAEME KELLY reports in this profile, Louis has managed to
establish a thriving business combining his accountancy skills, racehorse
syndication, pedigree analysis and stallion bookings via his company Laurel Oak

dominant stallion influence in America on the cusp of the millenium.
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Bloodstock.

NE point patently obvious about Louis
OMihalyka is that he is enjoying his life

and his lifestyle in the thoroughbred
industry. A qualified accountant, he went into
the racehorse syndication business in 1985
without having a great deal of experience.
Since then he has extended his operation to
cover administering accounts for racing
people; managing their horses; making
stallion bookings, and being the Australasian
agent for Brain Scientific Pedigree Anaylsis.

These activities enabled him to carve out a
successful niche in his chosen profession. It is
quite a feat, especially when the quote of the
late Robert Holmes a’Court - “if you can
survive in racing you will survive anywhere” -
is taken into consideration.

Louis is justifiably proud of his achievements.

“I haven’t worked for anybody else for the
past 16 years,” he said. “There are probably
some people, but I don’t know of anyone else
in the racing industry, who have actually
started from scratch on their own without
having had previous experience working for
someone else.

“People who are bloodstock agents worked
with bigger companies, people with studs
worked on a major stud beforehand, and
trainers work with another trainer to gain
experience.

“However I was just bright eyed and bushy
tailed when [ decided to get into the racing
industry, and now all these years later we are
still here. Logically I should have stopped
after about five years, but I didn’t want to let
go without knowing I'd given it my best shot.

“Now I'm very happy about the way
everything is going. Although much of my
work is administrative these days, I still
manage to go to the races and that’s what I
enjoy most of all.”

Yet, quite remarkably, Louis came from a
suburban environment where there was
absolutely no background or connection with
racing. He was born in Sydney of traditional
Hungarian parents, which led to a problem
when he began his schooling.

“When [ went to school as a five year-old I'd
only learned the mother tongue and I
couldn’t speak English,” Louis said.

Displaying his aptitude, he quickly overcame
that problem. After completing his education
at North Sydney Boys’ High School he
secured a place at the University of NSW
where he undertook an accountancy degree.

“At that stage [ was doing a mixture of full-
time and part-time work. Right through that
period [ had a connection with the
accounting firm of Fell and Starkey; then
subsequently Ernst and Whinney, who
became Ernst and Young.

“I really enjoyed those early accounting
days because it was great fun being out in the
big wide world, meeting people.”

By then Louis had developed his interest in
the thoroughbred.

“I don’t know how that originally came
about. It might have been through the
Melbourne Cup or from the people around
me, but by my mid-teens I was following the
horses.”




